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Our region’s Native American gambling
meccas have become full-service resorts

BY MATT VILLANO

IaTy 2011




()nre you choose a:mlurg 1o smoke, Yot dw bar, and a server

‘Years agir—as in, rig " youwouid i lection with a cigar
Have been wise to bet agninst lacal Native American casinos. m'h the fiemuls of cigar, liquor and TV, [“:I]w.m has the makings
Most of th were smaky, dhnol-  ofa great night.

<ing bust card games and sots. Restaurants were mgdlru:u oither diver-

shans nonexistent, Fast-forward 10 years, hawever, and everything has
changed, A new crop of Vegas-style casing/resorts, coupled with the
“Viegas-ification” of some of Washingions oldest haunis, have become
the most popubar hot spots in the state.

These destinathons now boast fine-dining restaurants and bars, top-
noich spas, killer golf courses and a whole Lot mare, Heres a rundown
f some of our favorites,

TULALIP RESORT CASING (PICTURED)
wiwinilalipressrt cont
The swanky T-Spa inshde this Tulalip Tribes—owned resort calls ins
signature genibesens trestment the “Reyal King’s Bath Ritual.” and T
certainhy felt like a king while experiencing it
Douring a recent visit, miy three-past ireatment began on 2 massage
i, e  herspist exlted my back it a iy bl st
b Twom't Be—th hing hurt, but in
a goad way. Kind of like an epic hack- mnchmgsumn
Next, | phinged intn a déep whirlpool bathtub filled with warming
ginger bath salts and a bunch of other minerals. Soft music played in
the background, and 1 soaked by candlelight for 20 mirutes. By the
time [ climbed out, my body felt like putty: wet, warm, malleable and
totally and utterly reliwed.
Finally, ance | got comiy back on the table, the

o

CLEARWATER CASINO RESORT
W WA GRS

Mo miatter hionw mamy times | see Mownt Raker looming o the wrth-
east hortzon. it never getsold. From the 15-hole White Horse Golf Course
mear Clearwater Casing Resort, the mountain is partionlady beeathtak-
ing. All you need i a clear day.

Luacky far me, it happened to be one such day during a recent visit t
the Suquamish-owned resort on the Kilsap Peninsula, scross the Agate
Pass Bridge from Bainbridge Tdand.

After an uncharacteristically unlucky session ar the slets, 1 et my
slghts on & game where the house can't win and booked a tee-time for
around at White Horse. Situated on high ground between the Olym-
ples and the Seund, the greens offered views from just aboul every
vantage point. It's amazing | was even able 1o focus on the hales. Not
thsar vou cold tell by miy score Sulfice it to say that there are 137 bankers
s the course, and | st have hit nay ball inte most of them,

The high puint of the day came on hole No. 7, which requires
a well-struck tee shot over 2 25-fool valley. Tm not known for my
drives, but samehow managed to clear the chasm with room to spare.
One of the folks in my foursome called it skill. As a gambler, Tknow
betters it was huck.

NORTHERN GIUEST RESORT &

therapist administered a farcefid neck, shoulder and
Tl s . Iongightin
the poker room downstairs. Al told, the experience
s roughly 80 minates af bliss, When T emerged,
1 felt rejuvenated, centered and ready o take on the
warld (or at least the Three-Card Poker table).

WWSIOCESIG.C0
Especially in casinos, where you can smoke while
throwing dice, cigars are a manis best iriend. This nat-
so-secret fact means that Lit, the new cigar lounge
Inside Snoqualimie Casing, & a pesfict place for Io-
cal dudes to kick off a guys’ night out (OF course,
woimen are welcome, 100, thotgh oa my recent visit
to the Snoqualemie Tribe-owned nesort, there werne
mlymladiusmdseeumlmuw_l

main secnm is a bar s(ralgnlmn of an Old Iioys
Cluby, complete with tufted leather chairs, bistro ta-
bles and a bar that beasts some of the finest Scotch,
hourban and whiskey around (T heart any place
thuat carries Laphroadg, single-malt from Iy,

Theres alsg the humidar, 3 walk-in-closet-size
room that displays a “cellar” of mors than 200 dif-
ferent bypes of cigars. Same of the highlights inchude
Ashton Estate Sun Grown, Padron 1926 Anniver-
sary and Diamond Crown Maimus.

high-relling in ldaha
Far gamblers itching

for someplace new, The
Coeur diblene Casing
Rasart | wiwwodacasing
com) will be werth the
rip whan i cpens this
spring,

The 385 milicn project,
an which 1he Coaur
d'dleng Tribe broke
ground in June of 2009,
iz expected 1o be finzhed
by May 2011, It will create
o resert with 300 rooms
overll including 1wo new
wir
50rt’s champio:
course, Circling Rovan
Goll Thib,

In adeitian, the expan-
sian will include o cen-
{erpiecs puk area called
Yip-Kgshn-Lim Lwhich
maans “gather ng place”
in the Copur délens
Tribe's Sakshon lon-
guage), o gourmet steak
housge, g 1500 uare:
foot spo ond pool o5 well
as 0 W-acre "trent yard”
that will offer o nalural
amphitheater for concerts
ona other cutdoor events.

CASING wwwaorthernquest.com

Fancy restaurants are a5 common as $10 blackjack at
new casines. A fancy restaurant with authentic cilaral
underpinnings, however, now thats unique.

Perhaps this Is why T enjoyed dining at Masselow’s
so tharvughly, The restaurant, tocked in the lobby ol a
Itestory hoite] at this resort near Spokane, & named for
the chief whi kad the Kalisped Tribe more than 100 vears
aga, and it offers o subtle vet intimate immersion inte
some of the lore around the man.

Upom areival at the hostess stand, 3 smiling woman
greeted me in Saltsh, the native language of the Kalls-
s, As 1 poak my table fnside, an inage of Chief Mas-
selow Ioaked down on me.

Orher photos depicied Balispels digging for camas
1001, an impartant food surce way back when, as well
as Maniresa Grotio, 2 cubtarally ssgnificant cave ar the
reservation near the Pend Oreille River.

The menu abso paid homage 1o bocal Native Amseri-
can history. There were entrees featuring bison rib-eye
steakand elk siflnin—all parts of the raditiona] Kalspel
dmL \1v pﬂwn:d Eavorite: the pre-meal serving of fry

d i @ small canoe with a buckleberry u-
ree The treats were fike donuts. only savory. Lhe fact that
they gave me a lieral taste of Kalispel culture ooty made
thern trare delicions.

Matt Villawo i a freelance writer and adtor based b Healdsturg, Caitl

i overed the raming sty for 13 eare.
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